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NOTE:  All photos used in this issue are furnished through the courtesy of the Mt. Vernon Optic-Herald unless otherwise noted. 

Chamber Manager Carolyn Teague 

working to promote businesses 
  

 New Manager Carolyn Teague has big plans to promote 

local businesses. Since coming on board in January, Carolyn 

has begun a campaign to “get the word out” to the 

community about new and existing businesses and local 

events. One of the first things she did was create a Facebook 

page for the Chamber. This allows her to publish news about 

happenings around town and specials or promotions that 

businesses may have. Call the chamber or email your 

information to chamber@mt-vernon.com and sign up on 

the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce Facebook page 

to see what’s going on. 

 Carolyn also has started an email circulation every 

Tuesday to Chamber members called Tuesday Tidbits. This 

email consists of happenings of local businesses and events.  

 Remember also to drop by the Chamber office and leave 

your business brochures or cards with Carolyn to display in 

the lobby of the Chamber.    

 These are several ways for your business to get free 

publicity. This is your Chamber working for you. 
  

 

Go Fiesta Banquet Successful 
 

 The Franklin County Chamber of Commerce presented 

another successful Banquet on March 26th.  The annual 

event netted approximately $6,300 during this festive 

evening of community recognition. Mi Casita catered this 

year’s event that was held at the First Baptist Church’s 

new Recreational Outreach Center. 

 Recognized were Stevie Joe Evans for Man of the 

Year, Susan Sample – Woman of the Year, Sharla Floyd 

– Ambassador of the Year and Mike Edwards was 

inducted into the Hall of Fame to a crowd of over 200 

people.  Also recognized were outgoing Directors, past 

Chamber Manager, Pat Oertel, and past President, 

Robert Rosales. Retiring teacher, Becky Hunnicutt was 

recognized for her past service as Student Chamber and 

Leaders of Tomorrow sponsor. 

 Outgoing Directors recognized were: 

Terry Flanagan 

Mark Hymer 

Joel Jackson 

Will Ramsay 

Jay Scott  

 

 A huge thank you goes to all the corporate sponsors, 

banquet committee and student helpers. 
  

 

Bottom L-R: Woman of Year, Susan Sample; Man of Year, 

Stevie Joe Evans; Hall of Fame, Mike Edwards; Ambassador 

of Year, Sharla Floyd. Top Row L-R: Becky Hunnicutt, 

Student Chamber/Leaders of Tomorrow Sponsor, Student 

Chamber Member seniors, Macie Rains, Katelyn James and 

Baily Hunnicutt. 

Each quarter the Chamber sponsors a social Member Mixer. 

Mixers are a great way to network with other local business 

people, share ideas and exchange information. 

Refreshments, fun and door prizes are part of the event and 

each quarter the Mixer is held at a member location. 

 

The next Mixer will be held at Texas American Bank on 

July 16
th

 from 5 pm – 7 pm. It will be generously sponsored 

by Mt. Vernon AutoLube. 

 

       

        Save the date. Hope to see you there!! 
 

mailto:chamber@mt-vernon.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

Member News 
 Key Club: President Frankie 

Cooper and the Key Club are 

keeping busy with recent 

donations to Community in 

Schools and the Sports 

Complex. 

 Local FFA kids brought home 

four blue ribbons from the San 

Antonio Livestock Show & 

Rodeo Ag Mechanics Contest. 

We’re proud of those kids.  

 Brookshire’s was selected as 

2011 Outstanding Regional 

Retailer of the Year by 

Progressive Grocer magazine. 

 First National Bank has opened 

a new Customer Center in the 

downtown historic Merchants & 

Planters building. New e-

statements are also now 

available. 

 Guaranty Bond Bank was 

named Best Company to Work 

for in Texas. Congrats!! 

 Steven Rosales, husband of 

Chamber President, Ashley 

Rosales, is starting a new career 

as a member of the Mt. Pleasant 

Police Department.  

 ETMC First Physicians 

continues to grow with addition 

of Dr. Darrell Bunch. Welcome 

Dr. Bunch. 

 Beard Busters Chapter of the 

National Wildlife Turkey 

Federation raised $20,445 in 

their annual fund raising dinner 

and auction. The money goes 

toward habitat conservation & 

preserving the hunting heritage. 

 Congrats to Tom Scott Lumber 

for receiving the Governor’s 

2011 Small Business Award.  

 Locals celebrated with the 

Copelands at their favorite 

restaurant on the square, Our 

Place, celebrating their one year 

anniversary in March. 

 Lowes Charitable & 

Educational Foundation 

awarded a $50,000 grant to 

Winfield ISD for renovations. 
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Welcome 

New Members! 
  Bloomin’ Crazy; Stephanie 

Collvins: 570 Hwy 37 S, 

903.440.3912.  Floral, chocolates, 

party goods, gifts. 

 Sanchez Roofing, 903.537.7084 

Quality residential & commercial 

roofing 

 Gimmie Attitude; Brenda Crow, 

36 FM 21,  903.588.2211.  

women & children’s apparel, flip 

flops, jewelry, gifts & more. 

 Keys Painting, Tommy Keys,  

903.563.2434. Premium 

residential & commercial 

painting. 

 Olympic Systems Metal Bldgs;  

Curtis Funk 903.342.3726  

 Mi Casita Cafe, 615 I-30 W.  

903.588.2175. Mexican food, bar 

& banquet room 

 Mt. Vernon Chiropractic Clinic; 

Dr. Lance Potter & Dr. Jeff 

Mannis, 1933 FM 115 

903.537.2262. Family nutrition, 

chiropractic & spinal exercise 

 Mt. Vernon Floral~Flowers by 

Party Barn; Ginny Hammrick, 

100 Houston St. 903.537.4575, 

floral, gifts, tuxedo rentals 

 Mt. Vernon Mower & Saw Shop 

& Tractors Too!; repair, 

sharpening, etc. Christy Jordan, 

903.537.7050 

 Mt. Vernon Shell Station; Jay 

Awad, 512 W. I-30, 

903.537.3817, Gas & convenience 

store goods 

 Texarkana IT of Mt.Vernon; 
281.798.5776, technical support 

& servicing 

 Hall Construction; W.E. Hall, 

500 E. Main St. 903.855.9500, 

Excavating, drive way, house 

pads, all type of dirt work 

 The Tiger Den; Brenda Turner, 

607 I-30 West, 903.588.2132, 

mini-golf, arcade & party room 
 Tom Shiels; individual 

 Carolyn Teague; individual 

 Rex & Carolyn Tillery; individual 

 

 

 

Ribbon Cuttings 

Congratulations!! 
 

 
Gimmie Attitude – funky boutique of 

women & children’s apparel, flip 

flops, jewelry, gifts. 

36 FM 21 

 

 
 

Bloomin’ Crazy – awesome floral, 

chocolates, party goods, gifts & more 

570 Hwy 37 South 

 

 
 

Mt. Vernon Chiropractic Clinic- 

Promoting family health & wellness 

through spinal stability exercise, 

chiropractic care and nutrition. 

1933 FM 115 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Manor Nursing Home’s 

Renovated Physical Therapy Dept. 

New Members cont'd:  Graphics One 

Design; Laurie Pace, graphic design, 

website development, 903.860.7528 

BRENEON Signs and Lighting, 

903.434.2765 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     2010-2011 Leaders of Tomorrow 

 

 
Photo courtesy of Ken Greer 
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Youth Leadership 

In Action!! 

 The 2010-2011 Leaders of 

Tomorrow group kicked off their 

new year with lunch at Luminant 

headquarters and a tour of the plant 

and the mine in September. 

 In October the group’s topic 

was Education & Tomorrow’s 

Opportunities.  They visited NE 

Texas Community College and 

Lowe’s Regional Distribution 

Center. 

 November provided information 

on Volunteerism, Tourism and 

Economic Development with a 

walking tour of the Old Fire Station 

Museum, FC Library, FC 

Genealogy, Old Jail Museum, 

Cultural Arts Center and bus trip to 

Mt. Vernon Music and Thurston 

House & Dupree Park.  The were 

also given information about 

Economic Development by J.D. 

Baumgardner, Teresa Wims and 

David Weidman. 

 The December meeting focused 

on Media & Healthcare. 

 “We have another outstanding 

class of 23 Juniors in the program 

again this year,” stated Ken Greer.   

 The Chamber expressed its 

appreciation to all the companies 

and individuals work to produce this 

training each month during the 

school year. 

The annual year end Leaders 

Banquet will be held May 11
th
 at the 

Cultural Arts Center. 
 

Member Spotlight 
 

Deer Lake Cabins on the Double S 

Ranch is the perfect getaway 

whether you live in the Metroplex, 

New York or right here in Franklin 

County.   

 

This is a family owned property 

nestled on over 900 acres at the 

Double S. Ranch, a real working 

horse ranch.  Cathy Downing 

manages the property and greets 

visitors with a firm handshake and a 

warm smile.  There are 8 cabins of 

varying size including a very 

secluded one bedroom rustic log 

cabin named Honeymoon Hill.   

 

All cabins are equipped with fully 

stocked kitchens, grills, and linens.  

All you need to bring is your food! 

 

The cabins are on beautiful Deer 

Lake where fishing boats, kayaks, 

personal pontoon boats and paddle 

boats are offered for your 

enjoyment.  Forgot your fishing 

pole, rod and reel or bait?  No 

problem.  They have it right there. 

 

 
 

There are 12 miles of trails…you 

get to decided if you want to ride 

horses or explore the grounds on 

utility vehicles and golf carts.  Or 

maybe you just want to sit on the 

porch with a cup of coffee, good 

book and watch the sunset…or rise.  

 

For more information visit their 

website www.deerlakecabins.com 

or call at (903) 860 3898. Find them 

on You Tube at 

http://youtu.be/qFLaYTwDPBE 

 

Deer Lake Cabins is a year round 

retreat.  I can’t wait to sneak away 

..for a weekend! 

 

Easter in the Park 
 

Approximately 150 children 

celebrated Easter at Don Meredith 

Stadium with a community egg 

hunt, sack races, children's games 

and prizes. Sponsored by the 

Chamber each year and manned by 

the Student Chamber, Easter in the 

Park has become an annual 

tradition. Miss Mount Vernon 

Mallory Carr, dressed as the Easter 

Bunny, greeted the kids and passed 

out candy. It was a fun day for all. 

 
Mallory Carr with Jack Campbell 

Mount Vernon is a  

Texas Treasure 
 

Recently our little town was 

featured on the Texas Historical 

Commission’s website as part of 

their Heritage Tourism series. 

Go to the link below to check 

out why they chose to highlight 

Mount Vernon. It’s easy to see 

that there are many unique 

features about our home town 

and surrounding Franklin 

County. 

 

Check out: 

www.thc.state.tx.us/heritagetouri

sm/htfltta.shtml  Scroll to Mount 

Vernon and check out the 

featured upcoming events. 

http://www.deerlakecabins.com/
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/heritagetourism/htfltta.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/heritagetourism/htfltta.shtml


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Franklin County  

Chamber of Commerce 
  

109 S. Kaufmann Street 
PO Box 554 

Mt. Vernon, Texas 75457 
  

Call: 
Carolyn Teague, Manager 

  

903-537-4365 
  

Fax:  903-537-4160 
  

Email 
chamber@mt-vernon.com 

  

 

Area Calendar of Events 

 May         Event   Time/Location                Description 

 

7           First Nat'l Bk Spring Picnic     Heritage Fountain         hotdogs, fried pies, soda pop, prizes 

14         Scott Lumber Customer Day              8:00 am – 1 pm                  bounce house, hot dogs, prizes 

             Guaranty Bank Customer Day           11 am – 2 pm                      hamburgers, hot dogs, bounce house  
      

19         FC Library Family Night                 Library 5:30-7:30 pm          Board, video games, fun 

20-21    Mayfair Fine Art Exhibit                 Cultural Arts Center        14 artists exhibit, Fri 1pm-7pm, 

                                                                                                                   Sat. 10am-7pm 

21          Piney Woods Wine Fest                  Downtown Square              Wine, food, arts vendors, music 

22         Mt Vernon Music Young                 Mt. Vernon Music Hall        Free admission for students, local 

             Artists Showcase                   402 Leftwich St.                   youth compete for scholarships       

                                     
July 2   4th of July Fireworks                      Lake Cypress Springs           concessions and celebration.                                                                                                          

Sponsored by Rick & Sarah Boltz               9:30 pm             benefits S.Franklin Cnty Fire Dept.               

 

July 

 

Page 4 

Visit us on the Internet 

Make sure your business has a link from our website to yours. 
www.franklincountytx.com 

Chamber of Commerce  

2011 Board of Directors 

  

 
 Willie Bane 

 Individual 

 Don Calverley 

 Lowes Dist. 

 Center 

 Crystal Copeland 

Our Place      
Restaurant 

 Ginny Hamrick 

 Mt. Vernon 

     Floral 

 Cynthia 

     Harrison 

 K&C Associates 

 Cade 

     Hoenberger 

 Brookshires 

 Chris Hughes 

 4-H Construction 

 Becky Kesterson 

 Guaranty Bond   

 Jim Kober 

 Burger King 

 Kevin Minshew 

 First Nat’l Bank 

 Pam Powell 

 Mission Manor 

 Gail Reed 

 Individual 

 Karon Rhoades 

 Dairy Bar 

 Ashley Rosales 

Texas American                 

Bank 

 Barbara 

     Skidmore 

 Floors & More 

 Mary Ida Stone 

 MJ Mgmt 

 Wayne Thames 

 Individual 

 Jana White 

 Jordan Health 

 Services 

Carolyn’s Chamber Chatter 
 

I admit to being one of those persons who 

sometimes said, “there is nothing to do 

here”.  That was before I became 

involved with the Chamber. I have never 

been so busy in my life! A highlight of 

the merry month of May is the Mayfair 

Fine Arts Exhibit and The Piney Woods 

Wine Trail Festival.  Two fantastic 

events on one weekend (May 20-21).  

How cool is that?   

 

Why let the out-of-towners (not that we 

don’t love them) have all the fun?  Pack 

up the babies and grab the old ladies 

(thank you Neil Diamond) and join us for 

a great time right here in Franklin 

County! 

 

While you are in town, be sure to check 

out our sensational shops.  

 

The Chamber has it going on…come 

grow with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE! 
 

The Franklin County Chamber of 

Commerce Newsletter will be posted to 

the website.  An email notification with 

the link will be sent to let you know it is 

available for viewing.  Should you wish 

to receive a printed copy, please contact 

the chamber office by phone at 

903.537.4365 or by email at 

chamber@mt-vernon.com. 

Chamber of Commerce  

2011 Ambassadors 

  

 
 J.D.  

    Baumgardner 

 Individual 

 Frankie Cooper 

 First Nat’l Bank 

 Sharla Floyd 

     Lowes  

     Distribution. 

 Ken Greer 

     Individual 

 Peggy Lowry 

 Individual 

 Robert  

     McFarland 

 Individual 

 



 Michael Martell 

 MJM  Painting 

 Jennifer Myers 

 AEP Swepco 

 Henry Oertel 

 Individual

 Susan Reeves 

 Optic-Herald 

 Nathan Reves 

 Campbell Soup 

 Teresia Wims 

 City of 

      Mt. Vernon 

 

Donõt forget to visit Farmerõs Market every Saturday on the 

Square, 8:00 am until sold out.  See you there.  

Chamber Mission Statement 
The goal of the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce is to encourage a 

strong local economy and quality of life by promoting a receptive business 

climate for commerce, industry and tourism. 
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